Specific migration of antigen-sensitive lymphocytes form the spleen to the site of allograft.
Specific spontaneous migration of antigen-sensitive splenocytes and thoracic duct lymphocytes from the transplanted spleen to the site of lymphocyte or skin allograft was studied in rats. Lack of specific recruitment of splenocytes in the allograft and relevant lymph nodes was found. Sensitized thoracic duct lymphocytes migrated specifically to the graft draining lymph nodes but not to the graft itself. The findings indicate that lymphocytes migrating from the spleen belong to the recirculating pool and are detained by sequestered antigen. The antigen-specific splenocytes have limited migratory properties and their function in the spleen seems to be devoted primarily to elimination of allo-antigens.